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ABSTRACT

The quality of our expression depends on our use of speaking skills. The importance and
value of speaking English has been accepted worldwide. English language is most
dynamic and crucial aspect of universal human interaction. In Pakistan, teaching of
English was mainly focused upon reading and writing skills. Recently, AV. aids are being
used frequently in the classrooms to make the teaching learning process easy, attractive
and interesting. At the same time when trends are changing on daily basis, there are some
Govt. institutes which are still following the traditional methods of teaching speaking
skills. In Pakistani scenario, the situation is alarming. Govt. institutes are still following
the traditional ways of teaching. So in the present study, the focus is on this matter
whether the use of A.V. Aids can be beneficial in bringing a positive change in the
teaching learning process of speaking skills for the ESL learners. So the current study
investigates the use of A.V. Aids in classrooms and its drastic effects on teaching speaking
skills to the teen aging ESL learners. The collective problems of teacher and students
during speaking skills was the main focus of the study. It was a pre-test post-test
experimental design. Fifty students participated in this study. Sample of the study were
teen aging English learners. Observation and questionnaire were used as a tool to collect
data from respondents. There was a significant difference between pre-test and post-test
results. It was suggested that speech practice training with the help of AV aids should
encouraged at secondary level.
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Introduction

English is the craze of upcoming and up growing generation. The role of audio-visuals is
unavoidable for better learning (Swank, 2011). The students find it easier to study with audio-
visuals to make the process of learning meaningful and stress-free education (Ameh, 2012).
There is a positive effect of audios and video use on students’ participation and motivation. They
are the basic characteristics of mastering the language (Secera, Sahin, & Alci, 2015). Human
beings need a language to communicate with the people of the world. For this purpose, there is a
dire need of a language of international level. Obviously, English has won this status and has
become a source of communication among the people of different parts of the world. There are
number of factors that are responsible for poor English speaking proficiency. They are shyness,

making joke by fellows, viva voce exams (Dalkilic, 2013; Park & Lee, 2005).

It is fulfilled only if the teachers provide more activities and situations for strengthening
their speaking competence through AV aids. The competence and confidence in speaking may be
developed from appropriate helping aids, designed syllabus, teaching methods, and ample
training practices (Bailey, 2005; Songsiri, 2007). One possible reason of low speaking
proficiency is the result of limited access to audio videos aids and authentic materials (Bal-
Gezegin, 2014). Most of the English language learners feel speaking difficulty in public, oral
communication, low vocabulary, pronunciation errors, lack of grammatical familiarity (Worde,
2003; Woodrow, 2006).

The students at secondary level are aware of English language importance during
academic years because it is compulsory from class one and 45 minutes period is allocated daily
for its teaching. The competency level of Pakistani pupils in English is very poor. It is a bitter
fact that our students consider that English is a difficult language. Actually it is not difficult if it
is taught in an easy way. If the interest of the learners is created, it will not be difficult at all.
Comprehensive speaking skills are necessary for effective communication in language learning

especially when mother tongue is not used (Boonkit, 2010). Effective speaking creates
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abundance of benefits for students. It received high level of appreciation during traditional

speaking events, job training process and interviews (Osborn, Osborn, & Osborn, 2008).
Review of Related Literature

Teen aging is a pretty suitable age for learning a language to speak. This task can be
improved by practice if the learners are given different activities to be helpful in improving their
speaking skills. Actually ESL learners give more time to text books. Teachers as well as students
do not feel any need to get command over speaking skills. No activity is given to the students
which may prove helpful to improve their speaking skills. The students listen to the lecture of the
teacher which is often in Urdu, their native language. In this way, they cannot get command over
speaking skills. According to Zaremba (2006), speech skills are concerned with work experience,
academic credentials, motivation, and recruitment for employees. English as a foreign language
students have fewer chances to speak English outside the classroom. The use of AV aids helps
them to interact with international community (Zhang, 2009).

The non-native effect, teachers’ interruption, and low level of English proficiency as well
as low self-confidence may be improved by additional exercises with the help of AV aids (Ohata,
2005; Awan et al., 2010). If the learners want to get command over speaking skill, they can use
authentic material with the help of A. V. aids. Linguistics suggests that if a learner wants to learn
a foreign language, it is necessary for him to listen to that language attentively and then try to
speak in that language. He can use that language according to different situations. Bailey (2005)
and Goh (2007) enlisted to develop of speaking proficiency by means of structural design,
teaching principles, use of appropriate materials, and assessment. Speech skills improve the
confidence, creativity, and competence among the students (Boonkit, 2010). In this way speaking
ability can be enhanced. So the focus of the researchers is on the same notion. They consider the
views of great critics about the importance of A/V aids used in enhancing speaking skills of ESL

learners. There are other reasons why AV aids has gained attraction in the classrooms of
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language learning. The role of AV aids is an authentic source of language proficiency (Coniam,
2001: Katchen, 2002.

Present study is an intention to check the importance of a/v aids in enhancing speaking
skill of ESL learners. This study is beneficial for the students as well as for the teachers. It will
investigate how the use of a/v aids helped ESL learners to overcome their short comings of
speaking skill and motivate them to speak in the target language.

Language is something we use. Language is a skill subject and the basis of language is
practice. English is a foreign language for us but its importance can never be denied.
Communication is an art. It is not important what we say, the most important is how we say and
how we communicate with people. Teacher has great importance to make his students proficient
in English speaking skill. A teacher can play a significant and positive role in this regard. So he
should have command over spoken ability and possess a great deal of knowledge. The most
active person in the room is the teacher. So it is the duty of the teacher to arrange more and more
activities so that by using these activities, the students may get command over speaking skill
(Anderson, 1985).

ELT Situation in Pakistan

In Pakistan, the role of English language is still under discussion. The western mind group favors
it as medium of instructions. On the other hand, most of the Pakistanis are in favor of Urdu as
medium of instructions. The students are familiar with English as it is being taught since class
one to onward (Emerso, 2004). Elite class of the society uses English in communication. Any
language uses four basic skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. It is necessary to master

these skills for better learning.

Effective communication depends on the systematic development of skills of language.

The use of authentic materials and AV aids are helpful for development of language (Medly,
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1987). Books and newspapers are of prime importance for language learning (Wekster, 2004).
A.V. aids can be helpful for the teacher as well as provide a challenge to the learners to prepare
themselves for real language interaction. We use A/V aids so that we can get command on
speech because in language teaching speech has great importance. Speech is the most important
aim in language teaching. A. V. aids play very important role in learning a language. A learner
learns a language by hearing. So he must hear that language which is spoken often and well over
a fairly lengthy period. Thus the more the pupil is exposed to good models and relevant material
handled appears to him, the more likely he is to make considerable efforts to speak a language.
Guidance is also given where appropriate on practical matters such as construction of aids.
However, it must not be forgotten that their value depends on how much they contribute to the

learning process.

It is true that these A.V aids can be used to improve their speaking skill. For example,
text book is regarded as a form of visual aid where primary function is to reinforce what has been
learnt orally. Ideally oral work should be carried out as far as possible. The teacher can also draw
some sketches on the board. Drawing should be as simple as possible. Different kinds of A.V.
aids can be used such as cartoon strips. Teacher can ask different kinds of questions from the
learners by showing them interesting pictures of cartoons. In this way, they will take more
interest in the activity because each has to give his own answer.

Objectives
Following were the objectives of the study:

1. To improve speaking skills.
2. Touse A. V. aids in an English language class.

3. Toexplore that A. V. aids enhance speaking skill of English learners.

Statement of the problem
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It is noticed that in Pakistan still traditional ways of teaching are being used. That’s why we find
poor speaking skill of our students. The present study is an investigation to find out the ways to
prove that speaking skill of the learners can be enhanced with the help of A. V. aids.

Hypotheses
The following hypotheses were made for the study:

Hol: There is no apparent distinction between pre-test and posttest English learners’

performance.

Ho2: There is no apparent distinction between AV aids usage and learning satisfaction.
Ho3: There is no significant correlation between AV aids usage and learning satisfaction.
Delimitations

1. The study was limited to investigate speaking skill of English learners.
2. University students from University of Education Faisalabad campus from 4™ and 6™

semesters.
Research Design and Methodology

Present research is an experimental study. The approach of the study was quantitative. A
questionnaire of 15 questions was prepared for students about the importance of using A. V. aids
in the classroom. The experiment lasted for three weeks (21) working days. ESL students were
provided such classrooms where A. V. aids were used. Then they were observed. A checklist
was prepared to check the progress and behavior of English learners. All the students enrolled in
University of Education Faisalabad campus from English department. Fifty students were

selected randomly from 4™ and 6™ semesters.
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A close ended questionnaire was prepared for ESL teachers. Fifteen questions were included.
The scale “level of agreement” was used to check the teachers’ opinion about the importance of
speaking skill through A. V. aids. This questionnaire was distributed among ESL students
personally. A checklist was prepared to observe students during lectures. In these lectures, use of
A/V aids was the main thing. Different statements were written to check whether students take
interest in speaking skill while using A.V aids. Their observations were taken by researchers.
They collected data with the help of this checklist and then discussed the result at the end.

Data Analysis

Hol: There is no significant difference between pre-test and posttest ESL learners’ performance.

Table 1

Comparison between Pre-test and Post-test

Group Mean N Std. D. t-value p
Pretest 30.56 25 6.952

9831 .002**
Posttest 35.54 25 6.584

**n<0.01

Paired sample t-test showed an apparent variance between the two groups. It was evident that
post-test group performed better (M=35.54, df (49), p<.002. The findings of the study proved

that AV aids had positive impact on ESL learners’ speaking proficiency.
Ho2: There is no significant difference between AV aids usage and learning satisfaction.
Table 2

Comparison between AV Aids Use and Learners Satisfaction
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Variables Mean N Std. t-value p
Deviation
AV Aids Usage 3.21 25 .98
3.76 25 85 076 005

Learning Satisfaction

**pP<0.01

Paired sample t-test explored an apparent variance between the two groups. It was evident that
use of AV Aids improves the learners’ satisfaction df (49), p<0.01. The findings of the study

proved that AV aids are helpful in learners’ satisfaction of ESL learners’ in speaking proficiency.
Ho3: There is no significant correlation between AV aids usage and learning satisfaction.
Table 3

Correlation between AV Aids Use and Learners Satisfaction

Indicators N Correlation Sig.
AV Aids Usage &

50 .805 .000**
Learning Satisfaction

**n<0.01

There is a significant strong and positive correlation between the two variables. AV Aids Usage

enhances the learning satisfaction and improves the performance of students.

Data Analysis of Students’ Observation
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Students took much more interest in the activities full of a/v aids. When they were provided
some worksheets full of pictures, students’ interest level grew. They participated in those
activities actively and their confidence level also grew up. In the groups they spoke more in the
target language. They were not shy but were trying to solve all the language riddles, described
with the help of AV aids. They expressed their own ideas and in this manner their creativity also
enhanced. They became part of the group and completed all the assigned targets. They were also
full of motivation. Now all these points are described in the form of table and graph.

Factors %
Take interest 98
Participation 100
Confident 80
Motivation 99
Speak in English 98
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Teachers Opinions about Use of AV Aids

A questionnaire used to check teachers’ opinions about use of AV aids in their classes. Teachers
admitted that students took more interest in target language learning with the help of AV aids.
All the teachers were agreed that use of a/v aids enhances the motivational level of the students.
The teacher told that students were more confident. They were agreed that use of a/v aids had a

positive impact on the minds of ESL learners.
Recommendation and Suggestions

The experience and qualification of teachers had positive effect on students learning. They use
more AV aids to improve the speaking proficiency of learners. It is suggested that AV aids
material should be used properly. Activities are used to provide free and spontaneous practice of
language with the help of AV aids.
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Conclusions

The potential role of A.V aids needed to explore in speaking skill to assess whether it brings a

positive change or not. It was noted that:

1. AV aids can said to be information, education and entertainment combined in one
package.

2. AV aids are very good sources for teaching speaking skills because it increases student’s
ability to understand language outside the classroom context.

3. Its use motivates and encourages students to develop English speaking proficiency.

4. Change makes the productive progress in teaching techniques.

In a language classroom where students take admission for the sake of improving their English
language but due to unavailability of lab equipment and experienced teachers they leave the
institute. Recognized institutes, which really want to educate student, can be helpful. Honest,
qualified teachers, lab equipment, suitable atmosphere, airy and bright classrooms, reasonable

charges are useful for a language institutes as well as for school.
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